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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), acting as the lead agency under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Pismo State Beach and Oceano Dunes 
State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) Public Works Plan (PWP), issued a Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project on May 9, 2018 (Attachment A). The 
NOP initiated an environmental scoping period for the project from May 9 – June 9, 2018.  

On May 22, 2018 and May 23, 2018, two public scoping meetings were held for the project at the 
South County Regional Center in Arroyo Grande and the Radisson Hotel Conference Center in 
Fresno, respectively. These meetings provided an opportunity for the public to learn about the PWP 
and provide input on the scope and content of the EIR. Approximately 57 people attended the 
scoping meeting in Arroyo Grande and 39 people attended the scoping meeting in Fresno. The 
sign-in sheets from the scoping meetings are included below in Attachment B, and transcripts of 
oral comments received from members of the public during the meetings are included in 
Attachment C. 

A total of 100 written comments were received from public agencies, local organizations, Native 
American Tribes and individuals.  

Section 2 contains a summary of the key issues raised during the scoping period. Copies of all 
written comments received at the scoping meeting, via mail and email are provided in Attachment 
D. 
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2.0 SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES RAISED 

The following is a summary of the key issues mentioned in oral and written comments provided 
during the two scoping meetings and written comments received via mail and email during the 
scoping period. 

2.1 Support for Project Features 
 Support for the addition of a southern entrance to the park near Oso Flaco 

 Support for a new campground at Oso Flaco 

 Support for extension of a boardwalk between Grand and Pier Avenues 

 Support for parking improvements at the Monarch Butterfly Grove 

2.2 Opposition to Project Features 
 Opposition to a new southern entrance to the park near Oso Flaco 

 Opposition to a new campground at Oso Flaco 

2.3 Public Involvement Process 
 Hold meetings in Oceano and Guadalupe; do not hold meetings in the Central Valley 

 Conduct meaningful consultation with Native American Tribes 

2.4 Suggestions/Requests – Park Operations 
 Construct a new motocross track in the Oso Flaco area 

 Expand Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) dune access 

 No net loss of OHV riding area 

 Restrict and/or eliminate OHV dune access  

 Restrict and/or eliminate vehicles on the beach 

 Consider alternative vehicle entrances and staging areas 

 Prohibit vehicles from crossing the creek; construct a bridge to allow vehicles to pass over creek 

 Add equestrian amenities such as equestrian trailer parking, horse camping, exclusive 
equestrian access to the beach, equestrian trails 

 Add recreational vehicle (RV) camping areas with amenities 

 Include ride-in access for OHVs from Oso Flaco campground to dunes 

 Limit OHV riding hours and prohibit night riding (noise complaints) 

 Designate beach areas where vehicles are prohibited 

 Fence off Chumash sacred sites 

 Improve beach access for disabled and handicapped visitors 
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 Prohibit the use of “caution tape” for demarcating beach campsites 

 Address litter on beach and dunes 

 Add a children’s play area and/or children’s motocross track 

 Maintain year-round fencing for threatened and endangered bird species  

 Install more trash cans and dumpsters on the beach and in the dunes 

 Improve restroom facilities – adding lights, more restrooms, etc. 

2.5 Public Works Plan 
 PWP should address coastal development permit number 4-82-300 requirements 

 Ensure PWP is consistent with Local Coastal Programs (San Luis Obispo County, Pismo 
Beach, Grover Beach and Santa Barbara County)  

 Ensure the PWP is consistent with the Stipulated Abatement Order 

 Coordinate the PWP with the proposed Oceano Dunes District Habitat Conservation Plan 

 Update the Oceano Dunes SVRA General Development Plan before approving the PWP 

 The PWP should not replace the Coastal Development Permit  

 Implement smart growth transportation improvements 

2.6 Environmental Analysis 
 Analyze air quality-related public health concerns regarding dust, sand, particulate matter 

 Protect natural resources such as vegetation, wildlife (California least terns, plovers) 

 Analyze economic impacts to nearby communities 

 Analyze impacts of vehicle entrances including traffic, noise, air quality, and economic impacts 

 Include existing traffic volume data no more than two years old for the traffic study 

 Analyze waste impacts, water utility impacts, and economic impacts to the Oceano community 
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Table C-1: List of Speakers at Public Scoping Meetings – May 22-23, 2018 

Meeting Name Representing (if any) 
Arroyo Grande Nick LaLanne Pismo Dune Riders 
Arroyo Grande Nick Alter 

 Arroyo Grande Jeff Edwards 
 Arroyo Grande Sara Fellbaum 
 Arroyo Grande Michael Bishop 
 Arroyo Grande Anthony Andre 
 Arroyo Grande Bill Knoff Friends of Oceano Dunes 

Arroyo Grande Bonita Ernst 
 Arroyo Grande Tucker Max 
 Arroyo Grande Cynthia Replogle Oceano Beach Community Association 

Arroyo Grande Rachelle Toti 
 Arroyo Grande Sean Hayes 
 Arroyo Grande Michael Young 
 Arroyo Grande Lyndi Love-Haning 
 Arroyo Grande Dustin Haning 
 Arroyo Grande Chris Juaregui 
 Arroyo Grande Andrew Christie Sierra Club - San Luis Obispo Chapter 

Arroyo Grande Sam Saltoon 
 Arroyo Grande Mike Argentieri 
 Arroyo Grande Bob Cardona 
 Arroyo Grande Ginger Schenk 
 Fresno Nick LaLanne Pismo Dune Riders 

Fresno Gene Schroeder 
 Fresno Steve LaLanne 
 Fresno Anthony Andre 
 Fresno Stasha Tiller 
 Fresno Narvell Conner Stewards of the Sierra 

Fresno Rob Hunter 
 Fresno Ileene Anderson Center for Biological Diversity 

Fresno Amy Granat California Off-Road Vehicle Association 
Fresno Rob Hunter 

 Fresno Roger Rodriguez 
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Table D-1: List of Written Comments Received 

 Commenter Date Received 
STATE AGENCY 

 Caltrans June 8, 2018 
 California Coastal Commission June 13, 2018 

LOCAL AGENCY 
 Oceano Community Services District Board of Directors June 4, 2018 
 San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District June 5, 2018 

NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES 
 Northern Chumash Tribal Council, Inc. June 8, 2018 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 Oceano Beach Community Association June 7, 2018 
 California Off-Road Vehicle Association June 8, 2018 
 Surfrider Foundation SLO June 8, 2018 
 Center for Biological Diversity June 9, 2018 
 Sierra Club – Santa Lucia Chapter June 9, 2018 
 Friends of Oceano Dunes June 10, 2018 

INDIVIDUALS 
 Lucia Casalinuovo May 18, 2018 
 Joan Rice May 21, 2018 
 Patricia Marsh May 24, 2018 
 Walter Cerny May 30, 2018 
 Otilia Costa May 30, 2018 
 Peggee Davis May 30, 2018 
 Steve Dayton May 30, 2018 
 John Phipps May 30, 2018 
 Rosemary Remacle May 30, 2018 
 Shay Sayre May 30, 2018 
 Yvonne Williams May 30, 2018 
 Joseph Briskey May 31, 2018 
 Ed Harris May 31, 2018 
 Anthony Russo May 31, 2018 
 Rachelle Toti May 31, 2018 
 James Folkrod June 1, 2018 
 Derrik Rendon June 3, 2018 
 Linda Reynolds June 3, 2018 
 Mike Dalrymple June 4, 2018 
 Matt Reed June 4, 2018 
 Derek Taylor June 4, 2018 
 Jon Waterfield June 4, 2018 
 Anthony Hernandez June 5, 2018 
 Kelly Jenei June 6, 2018 
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Table D-1: List of Written Comments Received 

 Commenter Date Received 
 Alex Barrera June 7, 2018 
 Dale Beebe June 7, 2018 
 Jonathan Brewster June 7, 2018 
 Glenn Eineman June 7, 2018 
 John Ferguson June 7, 2018 
 Marty Giussi June 7, 2018 
 Dorothy Hines June 7, 2018 
 Jeromy Hofer June 7, 2018 
 Christian Jauregui June 7, 2018 
 Irwin Joseph June 7, 2018 
 "KeithAndrews2000" June 7, 2018 
 Cody Kratz June 7, 2018 
 Liz H June 7, 2018 
 Dale Martin June 7, 2018 
 Pamela Michaelis June 7, 2018 
 Kevin Mikusky June 7, 2018 
 Anne Miller June 7, 2018 
 Rob Mohle June 7, 2018 
 Victor Montoya June 7, 2018 
 Dave Pecci June 7, 2018 
 Dave Pecci June 7, 2018 
 A. Perez June 7, 2018 
 John Phipps June 7, 2018 
 "ridingyamaha04" June 7, 2018 
 Keith Ringgenberg June 7, 2018 
 Tony Salome June 7, 2018 
 Paul Stolpman June 7, 2018 
 Marie Vargas June 7, 2018 
 Margaret Wallace June 7, 2018 
 Dave Webre June 7, 2018 
 Linda Busek June 8, 2018 
 James D. Coalwell June 8, 2018 
 Roy De Jesus June 8, 2018 
 Clifford Clark D'Souza June 8, 2018 
 Ed Harris June 8, 2018 
 JB June 8, 2018 
 Virginia Maier June 8, 2018 
 Debbie May June 8, 2018 
 Dorothy Modafferi June 8, 2018 
 John Moule June 8, 2018 
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Table D-1: List of Written Comments Received 

 Commenter Date Received 
 Laurance Shindeman June 8, 2018 
 Sandra Tiffany June 8, 2018 
 Clark D'Souza June 9, 2018 
 Clark D'Souza June 9, 2018 
 Clark D'Souza June 9, 2018 
 Dustin Gotchal June 9, 2018 
 Dustin Haning June 9, 2018 
 Matt Howitt June 9, 2018 
 Lyndi Love June 9, 2018 
 Melissa McNeal June 9, 2018 
 Leslie Mosson June 9, 2018 
 Danielle Okerblom June 9, 2018 
 Sheila Phipps June 9, 2018 
 James Flippen June 11, 2018 
 Bill Denneen June 11, 2018 
 Maureen Stanley June 11, 2018 
 Barry Seifert June 12, 2018 
 Mary Giacoletti June 12, 2018 
 James Flippen June 13, 2018 
 Marilyn Corey June 13, 2018 
 Anonymous June 29, 2018 

SCOPING MEETING 
 Bonita Ernst May 22, 2018 
 Sean Hayes May 22, 2018 
 Bob Cardona May 22, 2018 
 L. Reynolds May 22, 2018 
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PWP ResponseProtecting the Future of Coastal OHV Recreation
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Alternative mitigations like: Shipping Container Fence or Planter

These Options Reduce 

Needed Acreage.
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Friends has divided up the 

map by area of use and 

recommendation.

Critical Camping Area

Recreational Dunes

Potential Mitigation Area

Preferred Mitigation Area
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Friends requires the following areas to not be 

closed for the following reasons.

The focus should be on mitigations that 

do not impede recreation by using the 

least amount of acreage possible.

This is within the Snowy Plover Critical Habitat

This was not part of the stipulated abatement order 

and should be removed or used to offset any 

acreage for additional closure.
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PWP ResponseProtecting the Future of Coastal OHV Recreation
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Friends prefers not vegetating the foredunes as 

discussed in the abatement order and would 

prefer mitigating the eastern fence line as 

highlighted red here.

The focus should be on mitigations that 

do not impede recreation by using the 

least amount of acreage possible.
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Friends second choice is to move the islands 

more to the East as shown here.

The focus should be on mitigations that 

do not impede recreation by using the 

least amount of acreage possible.

Make a kids ATV training track here. This would 

be trails through the vegetation.

Develop trail networks through the vegetation.
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Friends requests State Parks plant 

Eucalyptus trees on the Eastern 

property border to aide in dust 

and noise reduction.

Maybe develop large 

planter boxes to start
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Friends appreciates the opportunity to provide comments. 

The objective of Friends is to ensure continued recreation (per the legislated 

mandate) at the Oceano Dunes without the continued loss of recreation.

The following slides highlight the legislative mandates.
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5090.02.  (a) The Legislature finds that off-highway motor vehicles are enjoying an ever-increasing 

popularity in California and that the indiscriminate and uncontrolled use of those vehicles may have 

adeleterious impact on the environment, wildlife habitats, native wildlife, and native flora. (b) The 

Legislature hereby declares that effectively managed areas and adequate facilities for the use of off-

highway vehicles and conservation and enforcement are essential for ecologically balanced recreation.   (c) 

Accordingly, it is the intent of the Legislature that:

(1) Existing off-highway motor vehicle recreational  areas, facilities, and opportunities be expanded and be 

managed in a manner consistent with this chapter, in particular to maintain sustained long-term use.   

(2) New off-highway motor vehicle recreational areas, facilities, and opportunities be provided and 

managed pursuant to this chapter in a manner that will sustain long-term use.   

(3) When areas or trails or portions thereof cannot be maintained to appropriate established standards for 

sustained long-term use, they shall be closed to use and repaired, to prevent accelerated erosion.  

Those areas shall remain closed until they can be managed within the soil loss standard or shall be 

closed and rehabilitated.   

(4) Prompt and effective implementation of the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Program  by the 

Division of Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation shall have an equal priority among other programs in 

the department.   

(5) Off-highway motor vehicle recreation be managed in accordance with this chapter through financial 

assistance to local government and joint undertakings with agencies of the United States.
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5090.43.  (a) State vehicular recreation areas shall be established on lands where there are quality 

recreational opportunities for off-highway motor vehicles and in accordance with the requirements of 

Section 5090.35. Areas shall be developed, managed, and operated for the purpose of making the 

fullest public use of the outdoor recreational opportunities present.  The natural and cultural 

elements of the environment may be managed or modified to enhance the recreational experience 

consistent with the requirements of Section5090.35.

(b) Lands for state vehicular recreation areas shall be selected for acquisition so as to minimize the 

need for establishing sensitive areas.   

(c) After January 1, 1988, no new cultural or natural preserves or state wildernesses shall be 

established within state vehicular recreation areas.  To protect natural and cultural values, sensitive 

areas within state vehicular recreation areas may be designated by the division if the Off-Highway 

Motor Vehicle Recreation Commission holds a public hearing and makes a recommendation 

therefor.  These sensitive areas shall be managed by the division in accordance with Sections 

5019.71 and 5019.74, which define the purpose and management of natural and cultural preserves.
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30221.  Oceanfront land suitable for recreational use shall be protected for recreational use 

and development unless present and foreseeable future demand for public or commercial 

recreational activities that could be accommodated on the property is already adequately 

provided for in the area.
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5019.53.  State parks consist of relatively spacious areas of outstanding scenic or natural 

character, oftentimes also containing significant historical, archaeological, ecological, 

geological, or other similar values.  The purpose of state parks shall be to preserve 

outstanding natural, scenic, and cultural values, indigenous aquatic and terrestrial fauna 

and flora, and the most significant examples of ecological regions of California, such as 

the Sierra Nevada, northeast volcanic, great valley, coastal strip, Klamath-Siskiyou 

Mountains, southwest mountains and valleys, redwoods, foothills and low coastal 

mountains, and desert and desert mountains.   Each state park shall be managed as a 

composite whole in order to restore, protect, and maintain its native environmental 

complexes to the extent compatible with the primary purpose for which the park was 

established.   Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be for the purpose of 

making the areas available for public enjoyment and education in a manner consistent 

with the preservation of natural, scenic, cultural, and ecological values for present and 

future generations.  Improvements may be undertaken to provide for recreational 

activities including, but not limited to, camping, picnicking, sightseeing, nature study, 

hiking, and horseback riding, so long as those improvements involve no major 

modification of lands, forests, or waters.  Improvements that do not directly enhance the 

public's enjoyment of the natural, scenic, cultural, or ecological values of the resource, 

which are attractions in themselves, or which are otherwise available to the public within a 

reasonable distance outside the park, shall not be undertaken within state parks. State 

parks may be established in the terrestrial or non marine aquatic (lake or stream) 

environments of the state.
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

RE: ODSVRA

From: Lucia Casalinuovo <luciagalore@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:47 AM 
To: PWPinfo@Parks <PWPinfo@parks.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: ODSVRA

Thank you!!!!!
i will not be there because i am in Italy, visiting my family
here are my suggestions
Thank you
We don’t need to shut down the offroad park on Oceano Dunes.  We simply need to 
stop fighting and reach a compromise. Many parties are involved, and each needs 
to win something:  off roaders, Mesa residents, endangered species in the creek, 
Oceano residents, and Chumash sacred sites. Health needs come first and  need to 
be met fully. I suggest fencing off the greatest source of PM10 (La Grande Tract) 
during wind season. The creek should not be crossed by vehicles to save the 
endangered species. At the end of Pier Avenue cars should only turn north. The 
beach between Grand Avenue and Pier Avenue can be used  for day use only. This 
way Oceano residents get their small piece of safe vehicle-free beach south of Pier 
Avenue and a more livable downtown. Day use cars should not return through Pier 
Avenue to avoid tracking out sand and creating PM10. Day use cars should exit 
through the Oceano campground. Parks already has a road  in place there, wide 
and in excellent conditions, through the  foredunes onto the beach! This entrance 
could be used in alternative to Pier Avenue. Chumash sites must be fenced off and 
rigorously protected. Off roaders will need a new southern entrance. Since there is a 
smaller area to ride in, there should be a smaller number of visitors allowed. As with  
all other parks in the nation, the use of the park has to be monitored to adjust the
number of visitors to its capacity.

mailto:luciagalore@gmail.com
mailto:PWPinfo@parks.ca.gov
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Air Quality Standards Must Be Met 
1 message

Joan Rice <joanadriennerice@gmail.com> Mon, May 21, 2018 at 5:29 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

Dear Members of the Coastal Commission, PLEASE hold the State Parks Division that controls the
Oceano Dunes Vehicular Traffic to the California Air Quality Requirements.  The air quality on the
Nipomo Mesa has registered among the worst in California and the nation.  Doctor’s have testified
to the harmful effects of silica on lung health.  I believe that there are reasonable solutions for all: 
The build-up of dunes near the edge of the ocean and vegetative areas that are both blocked to
vehicular traffic.  State Parks claim that they need money to pay for the special seeds and
manpower.  A logical way to receive this money is to charge a $10 admission fee in line with other
state park admission fees. Please help keep our air healthy so we feel we can breathe deeply and
keep our lungs healthy.  I have many lung nodules impeding my breathing.  The doctor I saw at
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota thought my lung inflammation could very well be caused by
breathing in silica.  Please help us by forcing the State Parks to comply with air quality standards.
Respectfully Submitted,
Joan Rice, RN
Cypress Ridge Resident 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

(no subject) 
1 message

Trisha Marsh <trishamarsh31@gmail.com> Thu, May 24, 2018 at 11:15 AM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

My name is Patricia Marsh  r family loves go but it's extremely hard these past 6 years to go anymore we have a 6 year
old son that is disabled he has severe cerebral palsy and it is hard for us to go and take him with his wheelchair and stuff
he can't you know go in the sand and things like that and he loves the ocean I really wish you guys would think about it
and taking consideration with a handicapped and disabled and maybe look into getting the wheelchairs that are made for
the sand and that way you know they are table we're all able to go again thank you
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

PWP for Oceano Dunes pre-meeting comments & suggestions 
1 message

Walter Cerny <wceng@sbcglobal.net> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 12:53 PM
Reply-To: Walter Cerny <wceng@sbcglobal.net>
To: "info@OceanoDunesPWP.com" <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Dear Oceano Dunes PWP,
 
First off thanks so much for given us in the community to email comments to you all!  Secondly I
have to say that I’m a local that wants the park to remain open to visitors for the activities it
currently allows. I don’t really know exactly all you guys will be covering in your scope of review. 
But I’m aware of the debate over the particulate matter & have some ideas there that could help
your side.  I also have some suggestions that could improve the park & even help with some of its
environmental issues.  I’ve broken my comments & solutions in two.  The first addressing
particulate matter issues and the 2nd address matters that frustrate a lot of us locals that love to
use the beach at Oceano Dunes.
 
Particulate Matter Testing And Debate:
 
I get there is a ton of debate if this is a reality and/or even caused by the 4 wheel activity of the
dunes.  As an engineer I know the problem with testing is that numbers can be twisted to
accommodate both sides of the coin. So here are a few recommendations I’d suggest that be
brought up to those doing the testing and insist that they do. 
 

1)      Control groups need to be set up. IE do the same testing down at Guadalupe, Pismo,
Grover, Arroyo Grande or maybe even Morro Bay.  The beach will always kick up sand to
any town near by.  I’ve lived near beaches in two states and this is nothing uncommon.  This
may prove that it’s the beach, and NOT 4 wheel activities causing the issue.  One can
clearly see on windy days the sand blowing off the beach from Pismo to Point Sal.

 
2)      Testing MUST be done to confirm that it’s not the near by agriculture fields producing
the matter that is irritating people.  On any given windy day one driving through Santa Maria
can easily see the tons of top soil blowing across the valley. The valley (Fresno, Modesto &
etc) has large issues with AG top soil causing respiratory problems. 

 
3)      Historical data should be brought up for two reasons :

a)      The winds in our area over the last 7 to 10 years have been uncharacteristically
out of the WNW for longer times of the year than normal.  Living here since the 80’s
one knew that these wind usually only occurred from March to May.  BUT they have
been blowing through Fall & Winter and even into Summer.
b)      We have had a drought for about the same 7 to 10 years now.  Anyone who has
spent times in the dunes themselves knows how much the rain will “pack” the sand. 
I’d bet a lot of the particulate matter would find it’s way to the bottom of the sand
dunes if we’d have had the normal rains of the 80’s & 90’s. It might be wise to do
some testing of how particulate matter travels through sand.

 
4)      Some solutions to the particulate matter issue could be:

a)      Increase park fees by double so that the number of entrants may lower or even
halve. If it doesn’t lower park use, then reinvest that “extra” money into re-planting
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areas of the park.
b)      Decrease the allowable number of off road vehicles (those going in the dunes)
during the months of March to May when winds are the highest and most likely to
blow any sands up towards Nipomo.
c)      Measures could also be added to item 4b that if onshore winds hit certain levels
that off-roading in the dunes would be stopped or lessened. 
d)      The owners of the Trilogy development ought to be responsible for the problem
they in essence created.  This could be done by requiring them to buy the equal
amount of land across the street from the development in which they could plant the
equal amount of Eucalyptus trees that they removed that were both a wind break and
a filter for the sand. 
e)      If the owners of the land across from Trilogy don’t want to sell then maybe the
state can “sell” or come up with an agreement to plant the area of the existing dunes
closest to the Nipomo side with an equal amount of Eucalyptus trees as once
existed.
f)        The owners of Trilogy ought to be required to add vegetation or landscaping to all
the dunes and surrounding their own development to ensure the winds aren’t blowing
their own sand into their homes.

 
Current Park Issues Forseen & Solutions:
 

1)      It seems the last few years the campers have decided to camp closer and closer and
now even on or into the high tide line.  This is becoming a dangerous problem.  Kids now
dart out from campers that are only feet away from what is the busy “road”. It wouldn’t be
surprising to see more incidents arise from this due to cars speeding or even emergency
vehicles driving fast along the beach. The solution to this is actually a very easy one.  There
is no reason why it can’t become a law, policy or order that all overnight camp sites must be
set up behind an invisible line delineated by the existing Poles down there.  Another option
would be to make it 100 yards above the high tide line.  But I think the Poles are clearly
there and not hard to follow.

 
2)      Litter seems to becoming more and more common place along the campsites after the
beach has been vacated. It would be nice to see more trash receptacles for the campers,
more tickets given to those leaving their rubbish behind and the same amount of focus on
policing of the trash as there is for the speeding.

 
3)      The “police tape” around campsites has gotten out of hand.  It makes no sense.  I think
ALL campers should be allowed only so much land to mark off as “their own”.  I’ve never
been camping and been able to commandeer the campsite next to me. If people want more
“land” then they should be paying more.  The solution here would be to tell campers they
have a right to “X” amount of land say a 50’ x 50’ zone around there camper maximum. I’ve
had to drive through countless numbers of tape on busy weekends to even make any
driving progress at high tide.  But if 1 under this topic was enforced this may be a moot
point.

 
4)      Lastly I have a suggestion for the area fenced off from March 1st to September 30th for
the plover area south of Pole 6.  I think if the fenced area was left in place and beach
access was allowed (meaning driving & fishing along the west side of the fenced area) most
of us would have no problem with this and it would save the state the money of putting the
fence up and down every year.  Yet! We would all object if this area was closed off
permanently for beach access as many of us surfers and fishermen know that the area
between Pole 6 & 8 is good for both of those hobbies. 
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Thanks so much for your time. I do hope you find the time to read all these items and let them sink
in.  I hope to help not hinder what the future of Oceano Dunes is.
 
Sincerely,
Walter Cerny
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

SVRA ‘s in State Beaches 
1 message

Otilia Costa <serraluz71@gmail.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 4:15 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

Please remove all SVRA’s and autos from the Oceano State Beach.  Not only are these vehicles destroying the beach,
but these vehicles are lifting from the base of the beach dust particles that are harmful to our health.
 
We need to be good stewards of our beaches so that these beaches may remain as pristine and as beautiful as these are
meant to be.
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Long range use of Oceano Dunes 
1 message

Peggee Davis <peggee@mac.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 10:03 AM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

 
I would like to suggest that the SVRA designa�on be removed so that others can enjoy the beach area.  If it were for
camping and even driving at least residents could access it.  
 
I would like to register my support for protec�ng the dunes as a natural resource and protec�ng the habitat.
 
Thank you for allowing my input.
 
Peggee Davis
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

public comment 
1 message

sgdayton28 <sgdayton28@gmail.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 8:30 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

 
my name is Steve Dayton ...i own 3 commercial properties in the grover beach and oceano area ...im concerned any
effort to move the entrance to the beach away from the current location will adversly effect our property values....rents will
fall simple because  other business cant generate the revenue of those bussinesses  who serve the visitors of the oceano
dunes....all the new restraunts, gas stations and other business  along grand avenue rely on those visitors...and this is
also the reason you do not see any of these businesses in quadalupe....is there  one major grocery store in
quadalupe?...thanks for your time.....Steve Dayton
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Oceano SRVA PWP 
1 message

John Phipps <phipps.johnq@gmail.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 2:26 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

Dear Sirs:
 
The California CEQA requires you to have public meeting at locations that are going to be affected by the CEQA. Neither
Arroyo Grande or Fresno will be affect by environmental impacts of your PWP. The Phillips 66 rail-spur project made the
same mistakes, and did not inform the local population of the project, thinking that if no one knew then no one would
object. Your program will be rejected and challenged in court if no meetings are held in Oceano and Guadalupe.
 
Thanks,
John Phipps
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Future of Oceano Dunes 
1 message

Rosemary Remacle <rosemary@rosemaryremacle.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 11:00 AM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

To Whom it may concern:
 
The fate of the dunes and the quality of life of the ci�zens and workforces of Oceano, Grover Beach and
the Nipomo Mesa are what is at stake in these discussions.  I know the off-roaders like to think that
their “right to recreate” supercedes the “rights” of the local ci�zens and workforce to the highest quality of
life possible, but that argument is just morally wrong.  The claimed “rights” of a few to recreate should not
supersede the “rights” of the many to the highest quality of life possible.
 
As a ci�zen of the Nipomo Mesa Here are some ideas I’d like to see considered.  Some are a bit at odds
with others, I understand.  But the most important thing to me is that the current mess on the beach and
in the dunes, par�cularly on weekends and in the summer months, be put under controls for the safety of
the park patrons, local ci�zens and our precious environment.  This current mess on the beach and in the
dunes could be significantly impacted by some combina�on of the following:
 
•      A beach without vehicles for Oceano…the only CA coastal city/town without one.  Another space for
families and friends to play and picnic safely along the beau�ful California Coast.
•    Defined campsites, like other State Beach Parks.  Make the SVRA a State Beach Park.
•      Protec�on of the natural resources…the dunes, flora and fauna.
•    Extension of the boardwalk above the dunes  south from Pismo Beach ( Grande Ave.) to Oceano (Pier Ave)
a la Moonstone Beach in Cambria.
•   Strict limita�ons on the size of the ATV’s, trailers, RVs, etc. brought to the beach where/if allowed.
 
As far as I am aware, there is no public tracking of the number and nature of injuries caused by the ATV riders
and campers.  I have only heard (anecdotally) from doctors and nurses at AG hospital that their trauma
center is busy from Friday thru Sunday with people who have been hurt or injured in a variety of ways in
the SVRA.  It might be interes�ng to look at some of those sta�s�cs as an insight to some of the changes
that are needed.  
 
Also, it would be interes�ng to know (factually, from independent research, NOT by the State Parks) from
whence the current set of SVRA denizens come.  Anecdotal “evidence" is that a preponderance of them are
not locals. How much nicer it would be, on many fronts, if the out-of-towners were hikers, campers and
picnickers, rather than ATV’ers.
 
I am sure there are many other ideas being put forth for considera�on. My only hope is that we come out
of this process with a no�ceable change for the be�er for the Oceano Dunes and the surrounding area.
 
Best,
Rosemary Remacle
1091 Danni Court
Nipomo, CA 93444
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Air quality 
1 message

Shay Sayre <shaysie1942@gmail.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 9:47 AM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

I live on the mesa in Nipomo and, because of the particulates in the air, have incurred problems with my lungs. While I
don’t object to sports, I am concerned that a continuation of ATV traffic on the dunes will further exacerbate the health of
myself and my neighbors.  
I ask that you weigh the balance between recreation for a few and the health of many residents. 
Activity restricted to weekends would help considerably in the reduction of harmful silica particles that blow onto the mesa
residential communities. 
Thanks for your consideration. 
Shay Sayre 
1407 Trail View Place 
Nipomo CA 93444 
 
Sent from Shay's iPad 
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Comments on PWP for Oceano Dunes 
1 message

Yvonne Williams <williams.yvonne.e@verizon.net> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 12:30 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

I am writing to submit comments on development of a Public Works Plan for the Oceano Dunes SVRA.

 

First I would like to reference a recent Economic Impact study conducted by State Parks. Visitors to the ODSVRA were
asked to respond to a post-visit survey. One of the questions asked visitors to rank activities they enjoy when visiting the
dunes. Not surprising that OHV riding topped the list at 62%. But please note the #4 most popular activity in the ranking,
by 54% of the respondents, was walking/jogging on the beach. All the attention seems to be directed towards OHV riding
when in fact there are many county residents and visitors alike who enjoy beach walks. Please don’t lose sight of all the
non-riding activities enjoyed here as you formulate the plan.

 

You asked how we use the park. As a full-time local resident of Nipomo, I regularly access the dunes via the Oso Flacco
entrance. I park at the Ranger Station and walk the path across the lake and on to the beach. My family has been
enjoying this walk for several years now. We would like to request caution before making any recommendations to open
the Oso Flacco pedestrian path to vehicles, particularly OHVs, for safety reasons.

 

The access road off Highway 1 is a dirt road, very narrow, with deep drainage ditches on both sides because it traverses
through agricultural fields. There is a Union Pacific mainline train crossing on the road with regular daily train activity.
There is little warning of a steep rise in the road as you approach the crossing, and poor visibility of the tracks in the
Northern direction due to rail cars parked on the siding there. We’ve seen several vehicle accidents in recent years on
that road, at least one that resulted in a fatality when the vehicle became airborne at the railroad crossing due to a high
rate of speed.

 

If pedestrians and OHVs are proposed to share the beach access road to Oso Flacco there needs to be a clear
separation of the walking path and any path to be opened to motorized vehicles. We never attempt to walk on the beach
at the current OHV entrance on Grand Ave. as it is just too dangerous. Pedestrians and motorized vehicles don’t mix well.

 

Most importantly we urge you to work closely with the SLO County APCD before putting forth any proposals to relocate
the main OHV entrance to the Southern area of the county. In particular please ensure the plan does not shift the
ongoing, significant air pollution problem from the areas currently impacted on the Nipomo Mesa further South into
Guadalupe and Santa Maria. Communities downwind of the proposed new entrance may be just as significantly impacted
as the Nipomo Mesa is today. This needs careful study of prevailing wind direction and predictions as to where the dust
plume will likely travel from any proposed new entrance.

 

Last I would like to comment on the desires of OHV enthusiasts to expand the riding areas and reduce the areas currently
set aside for Snowy Plover nesting. The Ocean Dunes State Park is currently the only park in California that allows
motorized vehicle riding on the beach. We should question how many OHV riders, when engaging in their sport, are
actually paying attention to their location or the close proximity to the beach? I suggest this because there are a number
of other OHV parks available in the state to those who enjoy this sport. When we listen to riders’ passionate public
comments it would seem that if Oceano Dunes riding areas are reduced in any way in an attempt to mitigate the serious
air pollution problems their freedom and way of life as they know it is threatened.  Not true. They are free to engage in
their sport at any of the other locations currently offered. Their sport is in no way limited to take place only within the
sensitive Coastal Zone.
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Thank you for your attention and for considering public comments. We look forward to the next scheduled meeting in our
area.

 

Yvonne Williams

Nipomo, CA
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

New Public Works Plan for Pismo State Beach and the Oceano Dunes State
Vehicular Recreation Area 
1 message

JOSEPH BRISKEY <jbriskey@icloud.com> Thu, May 31, 2018 at 2:34 PM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com
Cc: Cher Briskey <cheribriskey@icloud.com>

Following are our comments concerning the new Public Works Plan under consideration for Pismo State Beach and
the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area as of May 31, 2018. 
 
The top priority for these areas should be to protect and enhance the existing natural resources.  Absolutely no expansion
of off-road vehicle access should be permitted.  A proposal for a new camping area at Oso Flaco Lake together with a
southern entrance for access are awful ideas.  The area reserved for the snowy plover and Least tern nesting areas must
be expanded to protect these beautiful creatures.
 
The last thing California needs is more people riding around and destroying our declining natural resources for fun.
 
 
Joseph and Cheri Briskey
1425 Trail View Place
Nipomo, CA  93444
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Oceano Dunes <info@oceanodunespwp.com>

Suggestions for the Oceano State Park and Beach 
1 message

Ed Harris <movieln2@gmail.com> Thu, May 31, 2018 at 6:55 AM
To: info@oceanodunespwp.com

It would be GREAT if State Parks would “walk the walk” of it’s mission statement at the Oceano State Park.  The mission:
 “To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to PRESERVE the state’s
extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most-valued natural & cultural resources,…”
 
The only enjoyable hiking that can be done at the Oceano State Beach is from Grover Beach north to Pismo where cars
are not allowed to drive on the beach.    No one wants to hike on the dunes because the sand dune buggies might run
you over or more likely you get choked from the dust of the spewing sand.  That is not providing for the health and
inspiration of the dunes.    The dunes are denuded of vegetation and no fun to explore because of sand dune buggy
traffic.  That is not preserving the state’s extraordinary biological diversity or protecting our most-valued natural & cultural
resources.
 
I would want what most people want which is to enjoy the beach and the dunes without having to avoid off-road vehicles
screaming their engines at high pitches, crushing sand and spewing it into the air.    
 
I would be in favor of still allowing people to drive on the beach and camp.
 
However, destroying the dune’s vegetation in the name of recreation is cave man recreation.   We no longer allow people
to smoke on planes.  We no longer allow chemical plants to dump their waste in streams.    We no longer allow power
plants to belch unmitigated emissions in the air.  
 
It’s time the State Parks evolve to preserving and protecting our extraordinary biological diversity and eliminate Off-road
vehicles on the dunes.    Then we could have a State Park everyone could enjoy!   The dunes could then live up to the
State Park’s mission of providing recreation, education and inspiration.
 
Ed Harris
movieln2@gmail.com
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